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NOT OVER A

Wilson believes his Rangers can still
eclipse leaders Hanover

ILLYMOON
Rangers have
not been up-
gt the i
Ulster league title-
; rf:tﬂ"mnaﬁ - H::’i:
manager
Wilson is concerned.

Hanover, Laurelvale, War-
renpoint and Tandragee Rovers
have all been mooted as champlons-
in-walting for Intermediate A.
But the Cookstown side, who are
currently sitting fifth, have barely
warranted a mention.
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22 email us a
irishsport@ mirror.co.uk

UR Joma r of the Month competition
for March has been chosen — and will appear
in next week's FC Mirror — so now is the time

to get your votes in for April.

Every month until the end of the season, one amateur gaffer
in Northem lreland - in true Mourinho style = will walk away
with a "Special One’ manager's jacket, courtesy of leading
sportswear brand Joma.
And il your manager is picked, you will also get yourself a
Lﬂp Ini the range pair of Joma football boots for nominating
im!
So, if he has steered you to the top of the table, coached
your defence to be tighter than Scrooge, inspired your team
with the purest ethos of the beautiful game - or maybe even
all of these - nominate your manager by emailing us at
rishapon @ mirror,co.uk and tell us in less than 100 words why
your s deserves 1o be recognised as a ‘Special One’.
Managers can be from any division
of any league of adult amateur football in
Northem Ireland.
@®For more information on Joma Teamwear, contact

Overplay Sports, Unit 4 Keeburn Industrial Estate,
Woodburn Rd, Carrickfergus. Tel 02893 362828,
Email info @ overplaysports.co.uk

This in spite of the fact that, taken at face value,
the league liea in Killymoon's hands.

The statistica show that if Wilson's outfit win all
their remaining games, the title will be thelrs

Two of the league’s favouritea, Nell MeCullough's
Hanover, and Keith Wilkinson's Laurelvale have still
to play Killymoon with the outcome of those
matches certain to have major ramifications on the
final deatination of the league.

For Wilson, it's a tall order for

to the club. We're fighting for cups and fighting for
leagues now.”

After a few years away from the club,
Wilson returned in 2002 as assistant to Rodney
Montgomery before succeeding him this season.

And the auspices for the club looked
particularly favourable after a brilliant victory over
Paul Millar's Irish League giants in pre-season.

“Glentoran came up to play us to mark our 35th
anniversary,” added Wilson.

“And they brought quite a strong squad with

people like Gary Hamilton, Jody
Tolan and Michael Halliday playing,

%g:?- and Earhnnl ?ﬁhm*gi Eh?tr and we beat them 2-0.
ANEOrs AYE DO San aly “It wazs & mﬂgﬂ v 50 1t was, 1
tipped, bat still not beyond the N El |_ H think it was a bit ufd':',hmk but it

realms of possibility.

was quite a feather in our cap.”

e S 3 haSwing v LE The momentous victory coupled
tory away to Ballymacash has only .
strengthened their claims. H AN ON TlT with a second-placed finish last

“Obvioualy Hanover have quite a

hold over the league at the mo- ALy b'l.‘.l‘:-'-'-

ment,” admitted Wilson, who took [EEREEIsiabiislsil

over the reins as joint-manager EEEETATERTTIIE

with his brother Michael at the start TR
of the season. .

mn.&nntmaﬂ.nt.ithc club mtﬂdﬂtﬁ
: 1] " current campaign on a high 1
St the belie! that a title may
. St e finally be on the horizon.

The rapid development of the club
over the last few seasons has been

their bottle o

wr own hands and | striking, with a league or cup title,

“But there's still three or four JFNTRISESSITEERIREICIEGLEYLE nerhaps, the next logical step.

teams who could win the league at
present.

“We've nine matches left and if
weire going to win the league, we're [
golng to have to win eight of the nine "
and maybe draw one. EVETInNg

“But the next three or four match- JESEEEL R lLY
“After that it's Killymoon and

es will tell the tale of our season. Up

the league,” said McCullough.

Aol ek ek L we were probably one of the bottom
P By LB 5 teams in the second tier of the Mid-

Wilson said: “In or around 1966/7,

TN R A Ulster Intermediate league but

a and we won both corre- from there, weive steadily

moved up the B division and
in 2004, we were runners up
and got promoted.

quite comfortably.

next are Lurgan Town, AFC JRCEIRC A N EuT Ul “In the first year, we

von and Markethill so they are JRG

win. They are teams all in mid-tabla
or towarda the bottom end of the
division.

“Coming to the end of the season though ia very
hard to prediot.

“This vear, I feel it's a lot more competitive and
there a lot more teams can beat each other and I
think it proves it looking at last year, it was only
between ourselves Laurelvale and Warrenpoint.

“This time, there's probably five or six teams still
in with a shout.”

Having been with the club since the early Sis, first
as a player and then in two spells as manager,
Wilson has been ideally placed to chronicle the club's
development.

Although silverware will always be the
barometer of success - the club have yet to get
their hands on - Wilson {8 adamant the
adlub is going in right direction. i

Wilson said: “I've seen a lot of devel-
opment from when I was a player at the ,
club and we were struggling at the bot- e ¥
tom end of Intermediate B.

“Now we're the best team in
Cookstown, and one of the best in the
Mid-Ulster league, and that was our aim
about three years ago when I came back

T LR R UL finished in the to
the kind of matches you'd want to EIERGT L Rt v

half of the league,
the second year
which was last year, we
finished second to Laurelvale who beat
us by four pointsa.
“We were actually leading until the end
of the season, but Laurelvale went through
quite an impressive run of victories to pip
us to the championship.
“And this year, we got to the final of the
Fremier Cup where Laurelvale again beat us.
we got to the semis of the Bob Radeliffe Cup,
Banbridge Town beat us in extra-time.”
Expectations at the club may be at their high-
est in the club’s history, but Wilson is confi- t
dent his squad will not disappoint - if not this
season, in the coming ones.
. “We've sort of followed on from the
. - "- succeas of the last couple of years,”
added Wilson.
“We've worked hard in building up
a bigger aqguad and getting players
who are playing for the seconds and
are able to walk into the firsta.
“Every year we want to bring in
an extra two experienced play- _4
ers so we have a bigger and . ‘
stronger squad than we ever g i
ora. s L’
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